
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY



The Canadian CMV Foundation is a national non-profit 
organization committed to eradicating congenital 
CMV infections.

We are completely dedicated to:

• Funding relevant and innovative research
• Supporting the CMV community
• Raising community awareness
• Advocating for change

When our son Alexandre was born in 2008, we 
had never heard of congenital Cytomegalovirus. 
Witnessing everything he went through after his 
diagnosis, we promised him that we would do 
something about CMV. 

It is truly amazing to see how far we have come 
since those days. Our first event, Le Classique, 
has grown from a $7,000 fundraiser in 2013 to 
over $100,000 in 2020. In 2019, Ontario became 
the first province (and the first jurisdiction in 
the world) to implement universal screening 
protocols for newborns. Soon, we will be 
hosting the international CMV Public Health & 
Policy Conference in Canada for the first time 
ever. Momentum is building and big things 
are happening. 

The reality is, we would not be here today without 
the dedication and support of the entire CMV 
community. We are so grateful for every parent, 
volunteer, donor, health professional, researcher 
and law maker who has contributed to our 
success. Thank you to each and every one of you. 
We have a vision for a world without CMV and 
I have no doubt that with the support of this 
community we can achieve that goal. 

Rob Tétrault

Who 
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A Message 
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President



Milestones
2013

2015

2017

2019

2021

2014

2016

2018

2020

First edition of Le Classique

Canadian CMV Foundation official launch party

HyLife organizes the first community 
fundraising event for the charity

Manitoba establishes targeted CMV screening

Hosted the first ever Canadian CMV Summit 
in Ottawa

Ontario becomes the first province, and the 
first jurisdiction in the world, to implement 
universal CMV screening

Hosting the CMV Public Health and Policy 
Conference in Ottawa. This will be the first 
time this conference is held in Canada.

Canadian CMV Foundation  
becomes a registered charity

Over $100,000 raised!

Held second Canadian CMV 
Summit in Montreal

The foundation invests in the CHU 
Sainte-Justine Centre

Manitoba developing a bill for 
universal screening



FinancialsOverview of assets

Where the dollars raised are invested
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Funding Research
“With the support of the Canadian CMV Foundation, we held 
our first congenital CMV family network dinner in 2018. More 
recently, they have committed to funding our research in 
validating screening tools for cCMV infection. Their leadership 
is paving the way for progress, and I am so grateful for how they 
have supported the Mother and Child Infectious Diseases Centre 
at Sainte Justine Hospital.”
—Dr. Fatima Kakkar

Advocating for CMV Screening
“The Canadian CMV Foundation has drastically changed the 
landscape for the parent community as well as researchers and 
health professionals. Their tireless leadership and devotion to 
the cause has had a direct impact on public understanding and 
awareness of this disease as well as the advancement of CMV 
screening practices in health care systems across Canada. In 2019, 
Ontario became the first jurisdiction in the world to offer universal 
screening for CMV for all newborns, leading to dramatically improved 
outcomes for affected children.” 
—Dr. Jason Brophy



Developing Educational 
Materials
I have dedicated my life to the study 
of pediatric infectious diseases with a 
particular focus on CMV. The Canadian 
CMV Foundation has facilitated 
collaboration between the research 
community and other stakeholders, 
which has allowed us to further our 
work. They have also funded critical 
research in our field, which brings 
us closer to a future without CMV. I 
am grateful for what they bring to 
the table and I am thrilled with the 
progress that is being made.”
—Dr. Soren Gantt

Connecting the CMV Community
“I am so pleased to be co-hosting the CMV Public Health 
and Policy Conference with Rob and Dr. Soren Gantt. This 
conference unites health professionals, specialists and 
parents from across the globe and we are thrilled to be 
hosting them here in Canada for the first time ever. We are 
incredibly proud of what we have accomplished in Ontario 
with universal screening and the rest of the world is paying 
attention.” 
—Dr. Jessica Dunn 

Cytomegalovirus (CMV) is a common virus that can infect almost anyone. Once infected, your body 

retains the virus for life. Most people don't know they have CMV because it rarely causes problems in 

healthy people. But if you’re pregnant, CMV is cause for concern because the infection can be 

transmitted to your baby.

CMV
IF YOU’RE PREGNANT, ASK YOUR DOCTOR ABOUT CMVWHAT IS CMV?

WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF CMV ON BABIES AND MOTHERS?

FOR MORE INFORMATION

1 in 200
Canadian Infantsare infected with CMV during pregnancy.

1 in 5 children infected with CMV during pregnancy will have a permanent disability such as hearing loss or developmental delay.

Young children infected with CMV usually have no symptoms but easily spread the infection to others through saliva and urine. If a pregnant woman is living with a young child infected with CMV, her chance of developing the infection is 1 in 4.HOW TO LOWER THE RISK OF CMV IN PREGNANCY

Wash your handsoften with soapand water for 15-20 seconds

Do not sharefood, drinks, oreating utensils withyoung children

Do not puta child’s pacifierin your mouth

Do not sharea toothbrushwith a young child

Avoid contactwith saliva by kissing a young child on the forehead instead of the lips

Clean toys, countertops and other surfacesthat come in contact with children’s urineor saliva 

Talk to your healthcare provider about CMV today

Newborn CMV can cause developmental delay

CMV is the leading cause of preventable hearing loss in children
If your newborn fails newborn hearing testing ask about CMV testing



Le Classique has become Western Canada’s 
Largest Outdoor 3-on-3 Ball Hockey Tournament. 
It is the foundation’s largest annual fundraiser and 
has allowed us to fund critical research in the field 
of CMV. Since its first year, the tournament has 
continuously grown by adding teams, divisions 
and activities to the fun-filled family weekend. 

Le 
Classique

1st edition is hosted 
at The Garage Café 
with 20 teams/100 
participants raising 

$7,000

4th edition moves 
to Whittier Park, 

40 teams/ 
250 participants, 

raises nearly $50,000 

8th edition, the 
tournament grows 
into its 3rd venue, 

the Centre Culturel 
Franco-Manitobain, 

with over 50 teams/400 
participants and raises 

over $100,000

2013

2016

2020



Our vision is a world without CMV. 

In order to get there, we will work tirelessly 
to connect parents with the resources and 
the community they need. We will continue 
to fund critical research and support vaccine 
advancements. We will rally local parents, 
healthcare providers, politicians and legislators 
until every province implements CMV screening 
protocols – and we want you to join us!

Together, we can put an end to the #1 cause of 
infant disability. 

To find out how you can get involved, please visit 
www.cmvcanada.com 

What’s 
Next

“We are making great progress in Alberta. As parent 
advocates with CMV Canada, we were able to 
successfully build relationships and gain champions 
within the Ministry of Health and at Alberta Health 
Services. We successfully advocated for prevention 
messaging to be included in the practical guide to 
pregnancy which is recommended to all expecting 
parents. We also had the opportunity to present our 
argument for universal screening. 

If you are a CMV parent, please consider getting involved 
at a local level. Volunteers and donors are always needed. 
As parents, we can have a big impact. This is work that 
will change the course of our children’s future and we 
hope that more parents across Canada will join us in 
advocating for change.”

—Lindsay Craig and Lisa Robinson, CMV Parents 
and Advocates



cmvcanada.com          info@cmvcanada.com

@CMVcanada


